Dagorhir
As you stroll through Landis on a Saturday morning, there are a variety of leisurely activities you might see going on. Friends toss footballs and Frisbees, ladies gather to soak up some sun, and musicians showcase their talent for the world to hear. It’s a truly relaxing sight.


For braver-hearted individuals, there’s a more energetic and hands-on activity taking place every Saturday on Landis: a battle game called Dagorhir
Dagorhir is a medieval fighting game based on J.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings. Each person chooses a weapon made of foam and participates in duels against other players andlarge group events. Fighters battle one another with a variety of weapons ranging from long swords and daggers to flails and arrows. 

The rules are as simple as the laws of physics; if someone hits your arm with a weapon, you “lose” that arm and cannot use it. The same rule applies to legs, which makes for a very interesting fight. Losing two limbs causes your “death”, and you must exit the game; a single blow to the torso achieves the same effect.
If it’s sounding intimidating, don’t worry; all of the foam weapons are required to pass rigorous safety checks. In other words, it doesn’t hurt to get hit by a Dagorhir weapon!

 “The only injuries I’ve even seen are from people running into people, people running into trees, or people twisting their ankle because they’re just not paying attention,”  Fred Rebhun, the originator of Dagorhir in Tallahassee, pointed out.

Rebhun, who was involved in Dagorhir in Ohio, brought the game to Tallahassee when his wife began the PhD program in Higher Education at Florida State University. “When we moved down here, there wasn’t a Dagorhir group,” he said. “I came down here and couldn’t find anyone to fight with, so I said, ‘I guess I’ll start a group here!’”.

Now, with three semesters under its belt, the Tallahassee Dagorhir group holds regular meetings every Saturday afternoon where anyone is welcome to join. While many of the participants attend regularly, some simply pass by the group while walking through Landis and decide to try it out!

With flyers posted around campus, it’s easy to learn about Dagorhir. Courtni Riddick, a junior here at FSU, discovered the group by reading a flyer on the bulletin board outside of Strozier Library. “I used to do it at home before I moved here,” she stated, “so they’re kind of like, my people!” Being a girl doesn’t stop Riddick from kicking ass, either. “I still die,” she said with a humble shrug, but her talents on the field get better with practice.

Dagorhir has spread rapidly through word of mouth from Florida State students. In fact, Riddick herself recruited three talented participants. Brandon Iglesias, a freshman student recruited by his room mate and Riddick, proved to be a very proficient fighter despite his status as a brand-new player. “I used to do Tae-Kwon-Do, but that really has nothing to do with it,” he said when asked about his skills as a fighter. Brandon set a great example, proving that Dagorhir can be just as fun for those who have never tried it before. “I figured I might as well try it, and I really had a lot of fun,” Iglesias said with a smile.

A typical Saturday with the Dagorhir group starts with a rundown of the rules for newcomers such as Iglesias. Rebhun then duels against new members to give them a feel of how the game works and get them accustomed to their weapons. He encourages them to loosen up and abandon all hesitation. “Hit me as hard as you can,” he says, “I promise, it won’t hurt!”


After running a few duels to warm up, the group then orchestrates a series of large battles. Sometimes it’s a free-for-all, where every player must fend for himself. Other times the group will be split up into opposing teams, and the last team standing wins. The battles continue into the afternoon, sometimes as late as 4 pm. Rebhun throws different rules into the game to mix things up and often tries different types of scenarios to keep the battles interesting. Regardless of the type of battle, the participants give it their all.



Trying Dagorhir can even lead to lifelong friendships. Rebhun, who has been an avid player of Dagorhir for many years, still has a large circle of Dagorhir friends spanning many different states. He even met his wife while playing Dagorhir! “Relationships have formed, whether it’s best friends or marriages,” he stated. 


Rebhun encourages everyone to try Dagorhir at least once. “We know it’s kind of dorky. You don’t have to tell us, we know!” he said, laughing. “I have so much respect for the people who walk by, think it looks cool, they fight and then come back the next Saturday. Really, for those who walk by and think it looks a little dorky, give it a chance!” Rebhun hopes thatTallahassee Dagorhir will eventually have a large enough following to establish it as a club on FSU’s campus.

So, next time you’re wondering what to do on a Saturday afternoon, consider giving Dagorhir a try. It’s fun, engaging, and energetic; why not get a workout for a few hours instead of sitting on the couch? It’s free to play, and the group provides weapons for new players to use (though they can help you make your own weapons if you’d like to fight with your own personal flair).This is the perfect opportunity to switch up your routine for a change. Come out to Landis any Saturday at noon and you can easily spot the members of Tallahassee Dagorhir. They’ll invite you in, show you the ropes, and help you have an awesome experience. You’ll get a great workout and leave with some new friends, too!  

